
American Music-Music 1310 

Ranger College 

Professor Myles Lyra, Instructor 

mlyra@rangercollege .edu 

Office hours: By Appointment 

The purpose of this class is to understand music through cultural periods, major composers, 

and musical elements, made clear with audio recordings, visuals, and live performances. It is 

the goal of this class to instill greater appreciation for the musical world, including knowledge of 

forms, styles, musical instruments, and scales used in all types of music used in the USA. 

Course Content: 

Your text for this class is AMERICAS MUSICAL LANDSCAPE, Sixth Edition, by Jean Feris (McGraw-

Hill, 2010)  

Catalog Description 

The general survey of various styles of music in America. Topics may include jazz, 

ragtime, folk, rock, and contemporary art music through lecture, audio, and visual 

recordings. 

Course Goal 

Students successfully completing this course will have a greater appreciation for and 

knowledge of the various musical instruments, periods of music, composers and their 

works in the United States. The course will center on the advancement of popular music 

and jazz. 

Course Content 

Course content will contain examination of musical instruments used in symphony 

orchestras, human voice ranges, and popular music primarily of the Modern period. 

**This course is a lecture/class discussion intensive format; therefore, students 



will be required to engage in class discussions based on the topics and 

questions that are raised in addition to course readings and lectures. 

College-level courses may include controversial, sensitive, and/or adult material. 

Students are expected to have the readiness for college-level rigor and content. 

Required Background Prerequisite 

There is no requirement to be met prior to taking this course. It will meet the 

requirement of a three hour fine art elective. 

Methods of Instruction 

Lecture, discussion, listening examples, video examples.Exemplary Educational Objectives 

The purpose of the exemplary educational objectives is intended to contribute to 

students intellectual and personal growth and to assist them in understanding and 

appreciating not only their heritage but also to prepare them for responsible citizenship 

and the ability to adapt to a rapidly changing and highly technological world. 

Humanities and Visual and Performing Arts (H) 

H1. To demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and 

humanities. 

H2. To understand those works as expression of individual and human values within 

historical and social context. 

H3. To respond critically to works in the arts and humanities. 

H5. To articulate and informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities. 

H6. To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that govern the humanities 

and arts. 

H7. To demonstrate knowledge of the influence of literature, philosophy, and/or the arts 

on intercultural experiences. 



Basic Intellectual Competencies 

The basic intellectual competencies listed below are components of a process designed 

to assist and prepare the students for becoming well-educated individuals who are 

intellectually flexible, articulate, and have the capacity to become responsible and 

creative mentors of society. These competencies are included in this course and they 

are noted by the following numbering system. 

B1. Reading - The ability to analyze and interpret a variety of printed materials - books, 

documents, and articles. 

B2. Writing - The ability to produce clear, correct and coherent prose adapted to 

purpose, occasion and audience. 

B3. Speaking - The ability to communicate orally in a clear, coherent, and persuasive 

language appropriate to purpose, occasion, and audience participation 

Course Objectives 

Recognize the musical instruments used in a symphony orchestra. (H1)(B1) 

Aurally identify works by major composers from the various periods of music. (H2)(B1) 

Understand the development of various styles of music from the various musical 

periods. (H3,6)(B1)(B2) 

Comprehend the influence of classical music on music of today. (H7)(B1)(B2)Course Calendar 

Week Assignment due by that date (Your Calendar) 

Week 1:  Syllabus, introductions, syllabus receipt signature 

Week 2: Chapter 1: North American Indian Music 

Journal Entry 1 questions and class discussion 

Week 3: Chapter 2: Early Folk Music 

Journal Entry 2 questions and class discussion 



Week 4: Quiz on Chapter 1, 2, & 5 (Opens Online) 

Chapter 5: Religious Music in the Early Nineteenth Century 

Journal Entry 3 questions and class discussion 

Week 5: Chapter 7: Concert Music 

Journal Entry 4 questions and class discussion 

Week 6: Chapter 8: The Rise of Popular Culture 

Journal Entry 5 questions and class discussion 

Week 7: Quiz on Chapter 7, 8, & 9 (Opens Online) 

Chapter 9: The Jazz Age 

Journal Entry 6 questions and class discussion 

Week 8: Chapter 10: Jazz 1930-1960 

Journal Entry 7 questions and class discussion 

Week 9: Chapter 11: Country Music 

Journal Entry 8 questions and class discussion 

Week 10: Quiz on Chapters 10, 11, & 12 (Opens Online) 

Chapter 12: Latin Popular Musics 

Journal Entry 9 questions and class discussion 

Week 11: Chapter 13: Rock and Roll!! 

Journal Entry 10 questions and class discussion 

Week 12: Chapter 14: Rock Flirts with Country 

Journal Entry 11 questions and class discussion 

Week 13: Chapter 15: Jazz Since 1960 

Journal Entry 12 questions and class discussion 

Week 14: Chapter 16: Popular Music Since 1970 



Journal Entry 13 questions and class discussion 

Quiz on Chapters 13, 14, 15, & 16 (Opens Online) 

Week 15: Review for Final Exam 

Week 16: Final Exam: Proctored in the Library 

CLASSROOM (AT RANGER COLLEGE and ITV CLASSES) 

We will be examining the world of music from the beginning of written music to the modern 

era, and be covering everything from Gregorian chant to Modern popular forms.  

All students are expected to participate, ask questions and keep a listening journal which will be 

graded twice during the semester. The journal will consist of notes taken in class, in-class 

assignments (which will serve as your “role”, and any handouts given.  The first classes of the 

week will be research days, which topic sheets will be given, explained and researched in the 

library and turned in at the end of class. Second weekly class days will be listening and 

discussion, in which you are expected to take notes and keep in order. The final journal will 

count as 1/3 of the final grade.  

There will be four quizzes given during the semester, and this will also count as 1/3 of the 

grade.  

The final examination will count as the final 1/3 of the grade and will consist of content from 

the entire semester. No notes will be allowed during this time, though you will be allowed to 

use your book. Final Exam password is Contrabasso.   

Aside from the journals, all quizzes will be given online, along with a list of YouTube links to 

listen to. Similar links will be given throughout the semester, and will be used in the Journal 

assignments. The final will be proctored and given the week before finals week in the Library 

(Ranger Campus) or at the nearest testing center (BROWNWOOD/ STEPHENVILLE). It must be 

taken at this week, and all grades will be turned in the week before finals week, along with all 

other grades. If you cannot take the proctored exam at a testing site, then you need to make 

other arrangements with me and Dean Beltran the week before testing. 

All quizzes will be given online on Blackboard, and the Final will be proctored on campus or on 

the nearest Ranger College Campus (Stephenville and Brownwood). ALL WORK MUST BE 

TURNED IN A WEEK BEFORE THE SEMESTERS END. Journals in their complete form will be due 

on the last day of class.  

All quizzes must be completed on their due date. NO EXCEPTIONS. Once a due date has past, 

save for an emergency or other such arrangement, THERE WILL BE NO MAKE UP QUIZES.  



ITV Students will be given Journal prompts which they must complete each class period in the 

Discussion Board Section of Blackboard. The same rules apply as a classroom student. 

ONLINE STUDENTS (THIS IS IMPORTANT. PLEASE READ CAREFULLY) 

The same standard applies above; save for in place of a journal, there will be discussion 

questions which will count as 1/3 of the overall grade. These will be found in the content 

section of blackboard. These will be graded individually and due at the end of each week.  

A NOTE TO ALL STUDENTS: NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE 

GIVEN.  

ATHELETES: I must receive an email form your coaches telling of impending absence. You are 

still responsible for all material missed in class. I suggest you have a study buddy, or get notes 

from a classmate. This includes lectures and notes. If you are absent from class without a 

medical excuse or writ from your coach (I do check these), you will be counted absent from 

class. 3 unexcused absences will be cause for dropping from class with a grade of “F”. 

ATTENDANCE 

Attendance in the classroom is mandatory. After one absence, the second absence and any 

subsequent absences must be explained by doctor’s note or equivalent means of excuse. 

Unexcused absences will result in the lowering of the overall grade by 10 points.  After three 

unexcused absences, the students will be dropped from the class with a grade of “F”. 

For online classes, participation in the discussion boards and weekly logging into Blackboard is 

required. After three weeks missed assignments, the student will be dropped from the course 

with a grade of “F”. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Since the goal of this class is broadening musical understanding, allow plenty of time to take the 

quizzes and listen to the music. Your grade will be base not just on how much you write, but 

also the quality of that writing. I want to see actual opinion and thoughtfulness in your writing.  

All exams will be prompted questions on which you will write. The more thought you give to it, 

the better you will do. 

Cell Phones must be turned off during class. Anyone caught using a cell phone in class will be 

asked to leave the first offense. Second offense, you will be dropped from class with a grade 

of “F”.  

Remember: PLAGERISM IS NOT TOLLERATED. ANY PLAGERISM ON ANY ASSIGNMENT WILL 

RESULT IN IMMEDIATE REMOVAL FROM THE CLASS AND A GRADE OF “F”.   Please see student 

handbook for more details. 



CHEATING OF ANY KIND WILL NOT BE TOLLERATED. SEE CONSEQUENCES ABOVE. Ditto above. 

Above all, I want you to enjoy this experience. The more effort you put in, the better you will 

do. 

I welcome questions about assignments and the course. If you have any concerns or questions 

please email me at this address: mlyra@rangercollege.edu 

 Good Luck! 

Professor Myles Lyra 

Director of Choirs and Professor of Music 

Ranger College 

Please keep in mind the following dates: 

Feb 11-14: TMEA (No Class) 

Spring Break: March 9-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Receipt of Syllabus 

Complete the attached form and return after receipt of the syllabus. 

I have received the syllabus for Music 1310 (American Music). I understand the syllabus 

and agree to abide by the stated policies. 

Signed: _________________________________________________________ 

Legibly print the following information: 

Name: _______________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Major: _______________________________ Advisor: _____________________ 

Activity (sport) _________________________ Address: ____________________ 

Phone #: _____________________________ Email: _____________________ 


