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Welcome Ranger College Students! 
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Addendum I: Information 

 

Meeting Time: Monday- Friday at noon (online only) 

Division: Social Science 

 

Welcome to an exciting look at American History beginning with Civil 

War/Reconstruction and leading up to the present. Together we will analyze 

the history, structure, and evolution of the United States. In addition, we will 

explore a variety of issues as they relate to the course material. 

The larger effort in this course is to understand how and why the United States 

of America has become who we are today.  

Upon completion of this course, you will have the knowledge and analytical skills 

necessary to better understand the philosophy, structure and logical processes, 

which help us have a better understanding of our nation.  

   

REQUIRED BOOK 



Berkin, Miller, Cherney & Gormly. Making America: A History of the 

United States, 6th Edition.  Wadsworth, 2013. ISBN #: 978-0-8400-

2871-6 

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS: 

History 1302 requires access to a computer, the Internet, and email.  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

A survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history 

of the United States from the Civil War/Reconstruction era to the 

present. United States History II examines industrialization, immigration, 

world wars, the Great Depression, Cold War and post-Cold War eras. 

Themes that may be addressed in United States History II include: 

American culture, religion, civil and human rights, technological change, 

economic change, immigration and migration, urbanization and 

suburbanization, the expansion of the federal government, and the study 

of U.S. foreign policy. 

 

 

Learning Outcomes  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

 Create an argument through the use of historical evidence.  

 Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources. 

 Analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural, and global 

forces on this period of United States history.  

 

EARLY ALERT SYSTEM 

I will be using the early alert system this semester (as required by the 

college). Ranger College will be updated on your class performance on a 

regular schedule. Please plan accordingly. 

 



INSTRUCTOR’S HOURS 

Every aspect of this course is completely online. I try to review and grade 

all newly posted material at least once a day. Also, you can expect me to 

respond to your emails normally within 24-48 hours with the exception 

of holidays, weekends, and Fridays after noon. Be aware that while this is 

my general and intended practice, it is subject to the changes and chances 

of life. If I am going to be out of the office, I will keep you informed 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE INSTRUCTOR 

My name is Kathy Kennedy. I greatly enjoy teaching. I have well over a 

decade of teaching experience. I am excited about this semester. I want to 

be available for you in this course. My academic career started at a 

community college as well. 

I enjoy reading, traveling to other countries (as well as travel in the 

U.S.), cooking different kinds of foods, entertaining, skiing, paddle 

boarding, photography, hiking in the mountains, volunteering, and relaxing 

with friends and family. 

 

Addendum II: Orientation, essays, discussion boards, 

exams, and film evaluation 

 

 

COURSE CALENDAR 

 

Unit I: Chapters 16-20 

 

Essay 

Discussion Forum 



Study Guide/Exam                                  

 

Unit II: Chapters 21-24 

Essay 

Discussion Forum 

Study Guide/Midterm Exam                                 

 

Unit III: Chapters 25-29   

Essay 

Discussion Forum 

Study Guide/Final Exam  

Movie Project  

Extra Credit (optional) 

Instructor’s Evaluation 

 

ACTIVITY GRADES 

Orientation   (1 x 50)= 50 points 

Unit Essays (1 per unit)               (3 x 150 each)= 450 points  

Unit Exams    (3 x 50 each)= 150 points  

Discussion Postings   (3 x 50 each)= 150 points 

*Film Evaluation Project                (1 X 200): = 200 points 

________________________________________________________________  

Totals:                  (11 Activities)= 1000 points 

 

 

GRADE POINT SYSTEM 

 



900-1000 = A 

800-899   = B 

700-799   = C 

 600-699  = D 

    0-599   = F 

 

 

 

LET’S GET STARTED: ORIENTATION QUIZ  

The Orientation Quiz is designed so that an assignment is 

submitted prior to attendance certification. It is very 

important to complete the Orientation Quiz. Prior to taking the Quiz, 

you will need to read the syllabus as well as access the following 

link: http://library.uta.edu/plagiarism/index.html concerning plagiarism. After you have 

gone to the site and read the syllabus, you will find the Orientation Quiz tab on the left 

side of your screen. You may have two attempts to take the quiz.  

 

EXAMS 

There are three exams that will be given during the semester. 

Each exam will cover exactly what is in the Study Guide. You 

may access the Study Guide by clicking on the tab for that 

respective unit. The Study Guide is not to be turned in for a 

grade; the purpose of the Study Guide is to prepare you for 

the respective exam. While taking the exam, you will not find 

material that was not In the Study Guide. Each exam will 

consist of 25 multiple-choice questions. You will be given 60 

minutes to complete the exam. Each exam will be worth 50 

points. You must do the exams within the scheduled time 

http://library.uta.edu/plagiarism/index.html


frame. You will have two attempts for each exam. The final 

exam will be scheduled at a certified Ranger College Testing 

Center.  

 

ESSAYS 

There are three required essays for this course that must be 

turned in for each unit. In each unit, you must select one topic 

from the list in each unit (click on appropriate unit tab to see 

the choices). Submit your essays under the appropriate Unit 

Safe Assign Drop. Safe Assign is designed to filter and report 

plagiarism. Please be aware that the college takes plagiarism 

seriously, and it may result in punishment by academic 

probation.  

All essays are worth 150 points each. They must be a minimum 

of 1000 words (single-spaced) in addition to the works cited. 

The essays must have a word count at the top of the page. 

Remember that Wikipedia is not a credible academic source. 

There must be at least two outside sources cited according to 

the set standards. If the textbook is used as a source, there 

must be at least two additional sources. You may use MLA or 

APA when formatting your essay. 

You must use citations. 

 

Rubric (Point Deduction for Essays) 

PROBLEM                                                                 

AMOUNT DEDUCTED 

No citations within essay                                                                 

-75 



Less than 1000 words                                                                    

-50 

No works cited                                                                               

-150 

Wikipedia                                                                                        

-20 

Copied work (more than 20% except for works cited)                       

-150 

No word-count (at the top)                                                              

-30 

 

 

Extra Credit Essay 

You may do an additional essay for extra credit using the above 

guidelines. The topic for the extra credit essay may be of your 

choice as long as it comes from the chapters in the textbook 

(from 1865 to the present). It may not be a topic that you 

have used previously for an essay. The Extra Credit Essay is 

worth 50 points. 

 

DISCUSSION BOARD RESPONSES 

You are required to participate in Discussion Board responses. 

The questions are found under the tab that says Discussion 

Boards. There are three forums. They are worth 50 points 

each. Each discussion board must be cited using a minimum of 

two academic sources (not the text book, a blog, or Wikipedia). 

In addition, they must be well written.  Each discussion should 

contain a 300-word count minimum. 

 



Rubric for Discussion Forums 

Wikipedia                    -20 

No citations                 -40 

No works cited           *will not be graded 

Lack of clarity            -30 

No word-count           -20 

Less than 300 words   -50 

 

Film Project 

View one of the following films from the list below. Using the 

format provided, review the film in the context of History. 

Make sure you use examples from the film when you write the 

paper. Do not use extensive quotes to fill space. This project is 

worth 200 points. 

 

The following formatting is required: 

Name of film: 

Time period of setting: 

Overview of the film (do not use the film abstract found online or on the 

back of the DVD): 

How does this film relate to History? Examples from the course must be 

used. A minimum of two examples is required to receive full credit. 

Opinion: include whether or not this film was made as an agenda to 

promote a political opinion or to simply tell about a time in history. 



This essay must be a minimum of 1000 words, single-spaced, 

and well written. There is a tab for the film project.  

 

List of Approved Films:  

Amazing Grace 

Amistad 

Dances With Wolves 

Glory 

The Alamo 

Far and Away 

Gone With the Wind 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World 

The Crucible 

Wyatt Earp 

The Birdman of Alcatraz 

The Rock  

The Help 

Selma 

 

Rubric for Film Evaluation 

Lacking a comparison to at least two things learned in this 

course                            

                                                                 

-100 

Lacking an opinion page/or a film evaluation that does not tell 

whether the film was biased                                        

-40                                                                                                       

 

Different formatting                                       -40                                                                                                



 

Under 1000 words                                         -30                                                                               
 

 

Film Project Example  

 

Film Evaluation Project- All The President’s Men  

 

Abstract: 

 The film, All The President’s Men, is a true account of investigative 

journalists Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein and their unveiling of a 

conspiracy that reached proportions never before seen in American history. 

The story begins approximately two years before the infamous scandal 

with President Richard Nixon speaking to an enthusiastic House, 

broadcasted before approving American citizens. Through a series of 

investigative tactics and interviews, the two journalists begin making their 

way through a web of lies, finding a money trail that leads all the way to 

the presidency and that encompasses the entire U.S. intelligence agency. 

The film emphasizes the public’s right to know about deceit and 

fraudulence in government through the rights guaranteed the press in the 

first amendment. The film ends with the corruption being uncovered, and 

the sweeping allegations taking down a president and those who conspired 

with him.  

 

Summary/Comparison: 

 

 The film makes reference to the importance of freedom of the press in 

the first amendment. It not only makes reference, but the film’s plot 

revolves around these rights. As Bernstein and Woodward begin to 

investigate the Watergate scandal, they uncover truths that not only 

disparage the president, but link him directly to overseeing the corruption 



in question. The film leaves the audience with an appreciation for the 

public’s right to know and the press’ right to tell. The film takes place in 

the 1970s when the public’s major source of information was chiefly 

television, radio, and newspapers, and before all that the Internet has 

made possible today—social media, websites, videos, and blogging. It also 

takes place during a time when the public generally held politicians in 

higher esteem and with a higher degree of trust. Even though information 

did not reach the public as quickly as it does today, the media had a 

certain amount of control over politician’s image and public opinion. The 

movie depicts this fairly well by showing approving crowds and an esteemed 

House through live footage of Nixon’s inaugural address, and re-election. 

Through the course of the film, Bernstein and Woodward’s stories of 

deceit and corruption show the importance of the relationship of the 

media, public opinion, and political action. When small allegations of lies 

and deceit were first aroused, not many people gave the accusations much 

attention, but as the investigations got bigger, the chain of corruption 

grew. Bernstein and Woodward’s stories began demanding greater attention 

from the public inciting the general public’s disapproval of government. As 

the public’s disfavor towards those in government grew, the disfavor 

culminated in President Nixon’s resignation. The film touches on campaign 

funding, re-election committees, and the corruption that sometimes takes 

place to ensure the re-election of the president. The film depicts the 

journalists uncovering a massive illegal intelligence ring that included all of 

the U.S. intelligence agencies. Many people were afraid to talk to the 

journalists, but realized it was their civic duty to thwart the illegal 

activities they had witnessed. Again, in this way, the film underscores the 

importance of a free press and the power a free press holds.  

With freedom comes responsibility, and the film carefully depicts the 

press’ concerns of reporting with credibility and accuracy while respecting 

the privacy and safety of their sources. The newspaper that Bernstein and 

Woodward reported for, The Washington Post, was accused of slander, 

shoddy journalism, and playing political favorites when one of the 

journalist’s sources appeared to have been lying. Undeterred by the 



criticism, Bernstein and Woodward continued to pursue their leads, and 

eventually, piece-by-piece, they uncovered the truth underlying the 

massive ring of corruption. Had their investigation gone wrong, and 

without the guarantees the first amendment brings, Bernstein, Woodward, 

and The Washington Post, along with The Post’s editor, Ben Bradley, 

could have found themselves in the midst of a libel suit. Because the 

scandal focused on President Nixon’s re-election, in a roundabout way the 

film shows the importance of public opinion and the lengths politicians will 

go to in order to ensure re-election. The Nixon’s committee to re-elect 

established a huge “slush fund”. This fund was used to spy on the 

National Democratic Headquarters, to dig up personal information on 

democrats, and to pay off those who knew about the spying, not to 

mention this fund broke numerous campaign finance laws, namely the 

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, all in the name of trashing the 

names of political enemies before the eyes of the general public. The 

Watergate scandal prompted further legislation regarding campaign finance 

that restricted individual campaign finance, but did not restrict activity by 

interest groups, though this was not touched on in the film. After 

President Nixon resigned, Gerald Ford, Nixon’s vice president took the 

oath of office. This was also a minor detail in the film, but is a major 

factor to consider when looking at the office of the president and how 

the nation reacts when the president is no longer able to govern.  

 

Opinion: 

 As a journalist, I enjoyed the film, and found it very interesting to see 

how computers and the Internet has changed investigating, finding sources, 

and reporting. While I usually sympathize with the democrat side, I did 

notice a few disparaging glances between characters when someone 

mentioned republicans or the Republican Party. I did however appreciate 

the fact that the film did not blame the overall republican political stance 

for the actions of a relative select few. I did not find this film to be 

especially for or especially against either party. I did feel that the film 

only served to reveal the dark side of politics in general, and was not 



balanced in this way. The plot was, however, a true story, and balance 

was not conducive to the storyline.  

 

 

Addendum III: information 

 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY  

The purpose of the Student Code of Conduct is to provide guidelines for 

the educational environment of the Ranger College. Such an environment 

presupposes both rights and responsibilities. Disciplinary regulations at the 

college are set forth in writing in order to give students general notice of 

prohibited conduct. Students should be aware of disciplinary actions for all 

forms of academic dishonesty, including cheating, fabrication, facilitating 

academic honesty, plagiarism, and collusion.  

 

 

Please note: The instructor reserves the right to modify any course 

requirements and calendar due dates as necessary to effectively manage and 

conduct this online course. Students are responsible for contacting the 

instructor and seeking clarification of any requirement that is not 

understood. 

 


