
RANGER COLLEGE SYLLABUS 

 

 

 

Course:  English 1301, Composition I                                              Credit Hours:  3 

Instructor:  Lance Hawvermale     Office Location: Admin. 

 

 

Email: LHawvermale@rangercollege.edu  Office Phone: 254-647-3234, ext. 7025   

 

After our review of the syllabus, you understand the following: 

 

1.  You must have an email address.  Because of the nature of ITV courses, communication is 

essential.  If you do not have an email address, please see your school administration. 

 

2.  If you are going to be absent for a school-related function (UIL, sports, one-act play, et 

cetera), it is up to you to get any notes from that day’s lecture.  Do not email me and say, “I was 

gone yesterday.  Did I miss anything?”  The answer is always yes, you missed something.  Please 

ask your classmates for their notes. 

 

3.  All assignments are due on the day they’re given.  These must be emailed to me (preferred) or 

handed in to your classroom facilitator to be mailed (not preferred) on the same day they’re 

assigned. 

 

4.  Papers emailed or handed in the next day are considered late.  Late papers receive a one 

letter-grade deduction if received within one week of the due date.  Papers more than one week 

late will not be accepted. 

 

5.  School-related events are not reasons to turn in papers late.  You know about your events 

ahead of time; if you know you’re going to be gone on essay day, email me. 

 

6.  You are on TV.  I can see you.  Please do not talk during class or play with your phone.  Even 

if your microphone is muted, this is no excuse for disrespect. 

 

7. Do not blame a late paper on poor internet connectivity of lack of WiFi.   

 

  

1. Texas Core Curriculum Statement of Purpose 

Students will gain a foundation of knowledge of human cultures and the physical and 

natural world, develop principles of personal and social responsibility for living in a 

diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are essential for all 

learning. 

 

2. Catalog Description 

 This is a course in essay composition.  A knowledge of spelling, sentence structure, 

 punctuation, and paragraph generation is needed for entrance into this course.  The study 



 focuses on various patterns of exposition and includes instruction and practice in writing 

 brief, semi-formal research papers, preceded by an overview of grammar basics. 

 

3. Required Background or Prerequisites 

All students must have passed the writing section of the TSI test or its equivalent. 

 

4. Textbooks Required 

1. Prentice Hall Reader, Eleventh Edition, ISBN 9780321899712 

 

5. Methods of Instruction 

This is a multimedia class.  Media include lectures, discussions, videos, electronic 

documents (.pdf, .doc), PowerPoints, MP3s, podcasts, webcasts, et cetera. 

 

6. Core Objectives 

This course directly meets the following of the six Core Objectives: 

☒ Critical Thinking Skills - to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and 

analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information 

☒ Communication Skills - to include effective development, interpretation and 

expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication 

 

7. Classrooom Policies 

1. If the student has six (6) unexcused absences, the instructor may drop the student 

with a grade of “F.”  Unofficial absences are counted from the first day of class as 

listed in the College Calendar, regardless of the date of the student’s registration. 

The only excused absence is an authorized College activity, medical emergency, 

or military service.  All work and/or assignments missed because of an excused 

absence must be completed within one week. 

2. Late papers receive a reduction of one letter grade; after one week, a late paper 

receives a zero. 

3. Any assignment reflecting cheating, plagiarism or any other form of academic 

dishonesty will receive a grade of zero.  A second instance of plagiarism results in 

automatic failure of the class. 

4. Adult behavior is expected of all students at all times.  Misconduct, including 

sleeping in class, will be punishable by immediate dismissal from class. 

5. Tutoring is available upon request. 

6. ADA Statement: Ranger College provides a variety of services for students with 

learning and/or physical disabilities.  The student is responsible for making the 

initial contact with the Ranger College Counselor.  It is advisable to make this 

contact before or immediately after the semester begins. 

7. Students should not text or use phones in class. 

 

8. Assessment 

Each of these assessments addresses one or more of the Core Objectives:  Critical 



Thinking Skills (CT), Communication Skills (COM), Empirical and Quantitative Skills 

(EQS), Teamwork (TW), Personal Responsibility (PR), Social Responsibility (SR). 

 

Essays (CT, COM):  Students will write essays  and participate in essay-related 

activities prescribed by the instructor.  These essays are evaluated by the ability to 

develop a thesis statement in the introduction, support the thesis statement in the body, 

and demonstrate unity and focus.  These essays will demonstrate the student’s proper use 

of grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, and spelling.  The assignments will be 

composed during allocated time periods. 

 

Quizzes (CT):  Quizzes will reflect the adequate completion of assignments. 

 

Final Exam (CT, COM):  The final exam is worth 25% of the student’ts overall grade. 

 

Quick-writing assignments: Students will write every day in class, based on provided 

prompts.  These “quick-writes” can be submitted at the end of the term for additional 

points on the final exam. 

 

 

9. Grading and Assignments 

We will write two or three essays (100 points each), take three (3) quizzes (100 points 

each), and take two exams, the mid-term and the final (200 points each).  Additional, we 

may complete a few small assignments (10 points each) during class. 

 To pass the class, the student must achieve at least a 60% overall grade and they 

must pass the final exam.  A=90-100; B=80-90; C=70-79; D=60-69; Below 60=F 

 

 

General Course Outline 

 

Weeks 1, 2, and 3 

Eight parts of speech 

Quizzes 1 and 2 

 

Week 4 

Sentence Structure 

Simple, complex, compound sentences 

Quiz 3 

 

Week 5 

Fragments and run-on sentences 

Parallel structure 

Misplaced modifiers 

 

Week 6 

MLA basics 

Writing the thesis statement 

Ethos, pathos, logos 

 

Week 7 

Submit thesis statement 

Essay topic selection 

 

Week 8 

Simile, metaphor, figurative language 

Writing the introductory paragraph 

 

Mid-term exam 

 

Week 9 

Showing vs. Telling 

Writing about literature 

 

Week 10 



Syllabus 4 

Compare/contrast essay 

Writing the body paragraphs 

 

Week 11 

Literature short assignments 

Writing practice 

 

Week 12 

Writing the concluding paragraph 

 

Week 13 

Literature short assignments 

 

Week 14 

Submit final draft 

 

Week 15 

Review 

Final exam 

 

 

 

ADMISSIONS, EMPLOYMENT, AND PROGRAM POLICIES OF RANGER 

COLLEGE ARE NONDISCRIMINATORY IN REGARD TO RACE, CREED, COLOR, 

SEX, AGE, DISABILITY, AND NATIONAL ORIGIN. 
 


