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INSTRUCTOR:  Matt Cardin       EMAIL: mcardin@rangercollege.edu 

OFFICE:   Student Services Office,    PHONE: 254-965-8875 

     Ranger College Erath County  HOURS: M-Th 2:00-5:00 , F 8-1 

 

Course Description: This is a course in essay composition. A knowledge of spelling, sentence structure, 

punctuation, and paragraph generation is needed for entrance into this course. The study focuses on 

various patterns of exposition and includes instruction and practice in writing brief, semi-formal research 

papers, preceded by an overview of grammar basics. 

Required Background or Prerequisites: Students in English 1301 must have passed the writing section 

of the THEA or its equivalent (such as the TSI). 

Required Text & Materials 

Title: Prentice Hall Reader, 11th ed.  Title: The DK Handbook, 3rd ed. 

Editor: George Miller      Authors: Anne Frances Wysocki and Dennis A. Lynch 

Publisher: Longman      Publisher: Longman 

ISBN: 978-0-321-89971-2    ISBN: 978-0-205-86379-2 

Texas Core Curriculum Statement of Purpose 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board implemented the current statewide Core Curriculum in 

2014. It specifies not only the core classes that all college students must take regardless of their major 

(what many people refer to as general education requirements or “the basics”) but the underlying rationale 

for specifying a common core of courses and subjects that will stand at the base of any academic college 

degree. Here, in part, is that rationale: 

 

Given the rapid evolution of necessary knowledge and skills and the need to take into account global, 

national, state, and local cultures, the Texas Core Curriculum (TCC) must ensure that students will 

develop the essential knowledge and skills they need to be successful in college, in a career, in their 

communities, and in life. . . . Through the Texas Core Curriculum, students will gain a foundation of 

knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and 

social responsibility for living in a diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are 

essential for all learning.  

Core Objectives: This course meets the following of the six Core Objectives established by Texas: 

☒ Critical Thinking Skills (CT): Creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation, and 

synthesis of information 

☒ Communication Skills (COM): Effective development, interpretation, and expression of ideas 

through written, oral, and visual communication 

☐ Empirical and Quantitative Skills (EQ): Manipulation and analysis of numerical data or observable 

facts resulting in informed conclusions 

☒ Teamwork (T): The ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to 

support a shared purpose or goal 

☐ Social Responsibility (SR): Intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and the 

ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities 

☒ Personal Responsibility (PR): The ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical 

decision-making 
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Methods of Instruction 

This is a multimedia class, and as such it may include lectures, assigned readings, discussions, group 

projects, videos, electronic documents, PowerPoints, and more. 

 

Methods of Assessment 

Each of these assessments addresses one or more of the Core Objectives: 

 Essays (CT, COM, T) (40 percent of total grade): Students will write four essays and one 

research paper, and will participate in writing-related activities throughout the semester as 

prescribed by the instructor. These writings will be evaluated by the ability to develop a thesis 

statement in the introduction, support the thesis statement in the body, demonstrate unity and 

focus, deploy appropriate and pleasing prose style, and talk insightfully about the subject matter. 

They will demonstrate students' proper use of grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, and 

spelling. The research paper will require proper documentation of sources using MLA format. 

The assignments will be composed during allocated time periods and will be graded according to 

clearly specified criteria (see "Essay Grading Criteria" on page 4 of this syllabus). 

 “Yes, I Did the Reading” (YIDTR) Quizzes (CT) (20 percent): Quizzes will assess the 

adequate completion of assigned readings and students’ understanding of grammatical and 

stylistic skills and concepts. 

 Miscellaneous Daily Work (CT, CS, PR) (20 percent):  

 Final Exam (CT, COM) (20 percent): There will be an in-class final exam given on 

Wednesday, May 11. 

 

Grading: The standard grading scale will be used for all assessments and your final course grade.  

A=90-100%   B=80-89   C=70-79%   D=60-69%   F=Below 60% 

Rules, Guidelines, and Strong Advice 

The following rules and guidelines about classroom behavior are to be memorized, internalized, and 

strictly adhered to. Failure to do so will negatively impact your experience of this class, not to mention 

your grade. 

1. Arrive on time. Class begins promptly at the scheduled time. This means you should be in your seat 

and ready to discuss the assigned work (see rules 2, 3, and 4) every Monday and Wednesday at 8:00. 

2. Always bring the assigned reading to class. If there is an assigned reading on a given class day, 

class time will be devoted to discussing that reading. We will also read a great deal of material aloud 

together. In order for you to participate in close readings and discussions, it is imperative that you 

have in hand all of the assigned texts for each day. A few texts may be provided electronically 

through Blackboard. In these cases, it is acceptable for you to access them in class using a laptop 

computer (see rule 8), but not your phone (see rule 7). 

3. Come to class prepared.: You are expected to participate in class discussions and come to class 

meetings having completed all assigned readings and written work. 

4. Turn in assignments on time. By accepting this syllabus you agree to accept a score of zero on any 

late work. 
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5. Don’t cheat. Any assignment reflecting cheating, plagiarism, or any other form of academic 

dishonesty will receive a grade of zero. A second instance will result in automatic failure of the class. 

6. Six absences = Dropped from class with a failing grade. I expect you to attend class regularly. As 

per Ranger College’s stated absence policy in the general college catalog (see pages 25-26 at 

http://rangercollege.edu/catalog.pdf), the only absences that will be excused are “official” ones, 

defined as those that occur due to authorized Ranger College activities (such as sporting events). 

Unofficial absences are counted from the first day of class as listed in the College Calendar, 

regardless of the date of your registration. 

7. No phones. Ever. This even includes using your phone to access course materials. Your phone 

must be turned off and properly stowed in your bag or otherwise stored off your person prior to class 

takeoff, which is promptly at 8:00 a.m. (see rule #1 above). Your phone should NEVER be in your 

hand, on your desk, in your pocket, or anywhere else that it might distract you, your classmates, or the 

instructor. My experience is that these devices completely destroy the classroom atmosphere, as about 

ninety percent of people using them will be texting, playing games, doing email, shopping, surfing 

Facebook and YouTube, browsing pictures of cats and dogs in party hats, and so on. I am not (totally) 

anti-technology. I simply want to preserve the sacred teaching space of our classroom as a teaching 

space. I want to have a conversation with you. And long experience as an educator has shown me that 

allowing students to have their cell phones on them in class is the surest way to short-circuit that goal. 

8. Students with laptops must sit in the first two rows. Allowing you to bring and use a laptop is a 

concession to the practical reality of our culture’s present digital technological circumstance. 

Requiring you to sit in the front of the class if you exercise this option is a response to the practical 

reality of student tendencies when they have a computer in front of them. 

ADA Statement: Ranger College provides a variety of services for students with learning and/or physical 

disabilities. Students are responsible for making the initial contact with the Ranger College Counselor. It 

is advisable to make this contact before or immediately after the semester begins. 

Non-discrimination Statement: Admissions, employment, and program policies of ranger college are 

nondiscriminatory in regard to race, creed, color, sex, age, disability, and national origin. 
 

Email: I am happy to communicate with you by email and will do my best to respond within 24 hours 

during the week. Messages sent over the weekend will be read on Mondays. In the subject line of any 

email that you send me, please indicate the content of the email. Then begin your message in the 

following manner: 

Dear Mr. Cardin [or Matt, if you like; I’m fine with first names], 

My name is _______ and I am in your English 1301 class. 

 

ESSAY GRADING CRITERIA 

 An A paper (90-100%) is excellent in nearly all respects. It shows originality of thought that 

goes well beyond material presented in class. It is well argued and well organized with a clear, 

specific, and ambitious thesis. It is well developed with content that is specific, interesting, 

appropriate, and convincing. It has logical and artful transitions and is marked by stylistic finesse 

and varied sentence structures. It demonstrates command of mature diction and has few, if any, 

mechanical, grammatical, spelling, or diction errors. 
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 A B paper (80-89%) is excellent in several respects but may have a less sophisticated thesis, a 

less distinguished style, some minor lapses in organization and development, some ineffective 

sentence structures, and some minor mechanical, grammatical, spelling, or diction problems. 

 A C paper (70-79%) is generally competent, but compared to a B paper, it may have a weaker 

thesis and less effective style and development. It may contain some lapses in organization, poor 

or awkward transitions, less varied sentence structures that tend toward choppiness or monotony, 

significant problems with mechanics, grammar, spelling, and diction. 

 A D paper (60-69%) is below average and may present a thesis that is too vague or too obvious 

to be developed effectively. It generally exhibits problems with organization, support, transitions, 

sentence structures, mechanics, grammar, spelling, and diction that impede understanding. 

 An F paper (59% and below) is far below average and may have no clear thesis or central topic. 

It may display a lack of organization, support, and development. It may contain major and 

repeated problems with mechanics, grammar, spelling, and diction and may fail to fulfill the 

assignment or may be unacceptably brief.  

 

 

Course Outline and Schedule 

Reading assignments and the dates of exams and written assignments are subject to revision as needed. I 

will announce all revisions in class, post them on Blackboard, and do my best to make sure that everyone 

knows about the changes. If you miss class, you are still responsible for submitting assignments according 

to any revisions that we make to the schedule. 

 

WEEK 

 

DATE 

 

TOPIC/ASSIGNMENT 

 

1 Jan. 20 

 The point of this class: To improve your writing AND reading skills (they go 

together) 

 Inspect the syllabus and textbooks. 

 Read Morris Berman, “Who’s Thinking for You? And How Can You Fight 

Back?” Read Diane Dreher, “What Do You Want To Do with Your Lives?” 

 Homework: Write (type) a 1-2 page response to both Berman and Dreher. 

Also submit syllabus acceptance statement through Blackboard.  

2 

Jan. 25 UNIT 1: Overview of Grammar Basics. 

Jan. 27 More grammar basics. 

3 

Feb. 1 UNIT 2: How to Read and Then Analyze an Essay (see Prentice) 

Feb. 3 More on reading and analyzing essays. 

4 

Feb. 8 UNIT 3: Gathering and Using Examples for Your Writing 

Feb. 10 More on gathering examples 
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5 

Feb. 15 UNIT 4: Narrative Writing (Prentice Ch. 2) 

Feb. 17 More on narrative writing 

6 

Feb. 22 First draft of narrative essay due 

Feb. 24 In-class peer reviews of narrative essay 

7 

Feb. 29 UNIT 5: Descriptive Writing (Prentice Ch. 3) 

Mar. 2 More on descriptive writing 

 

 

March 

7-11 
SPRING BREAK 

8 

Mar. 14 First draft of descriptive essay due 

March. 16 In-class peer reviews of descriptive essay 

9 

Mar. 21 UNIT 6: Cause-and-Effect Writing 

March 23 More on cause-and-effect writing 

10 

Mar. 28 First draft of cause-and-effect essay due 

Mar. 30 In-class peer reviews of cause-and-effect essay 

11 

Apr. 4 UNIT 7: Argument and Persuasion 

Apr. 6 More on argument and persuasion 

12 

Apr. 11 First draft of persuasive essay due 

Apr. 13 In-class peer reviews of cause-and-effect essay 

13 

Apr. 18 UNIT 8: The Research Paper 

Apr. 20 Topics due 

14 

Apr. 25 Tentative list of works cited due 

Apr. 27 Annotated list of works cited due 
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15 

May 2 First draft of research paper due 

May 4 In-class peer reviews of research paper 

16 

May 11 Final review 

May 11 Final Exam 

 

 


